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The Care of Surgical Patients—No. 4.
The condition of emaciated patients—particularly gastric 

cases with obstruction at the pylorus—can often be greatly 
improved in the course of a few days by increasing the body 
fluids; e.g. a quart of saline solution administered per rec­
tum night and morning. All patients with suspected gastric 
lesions involving retention of food should have the stomach 
thoroughly washed the morning of the operation.—Balfour; 
Mayo Clinic. Med. Record.


