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1L Terrific Gas Explosion.
:ﬂ A House Blown to Pieces.

1) —
s | (From the Rond Eaw News of Oct. 16)
L Last evening we had an opportunity of

R
.- | menon that has ever occurred in this!!
. | Bection of the country, Forthe past few '

Vester House, on the Gravel Road be-
tween Blenheim and Chatham, had had
some men enga~ed in boring for water,
. | & fewfeet from the hotel. Yesterday,about
d | four o'clock, when they had reached a
depth of ninety feet, they suddenly eame

-

[>T P

witnessingthe most extraordinary pheno- |-

days Mr. H. Truax, proprietor of the old |-

é/ (;/-'{{- /[/AF- Zﬁ_ PP ?ﬂ |
Prdge ATrbhaly Tz i
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o '753.&/ AT 2 o r2cel L:
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to water, and in such guantities that in

g . . |
five minutes a stream of mingled water

and gas the #ize of the ten inch hole was |
rushing a hundrved feet into the air,|
making alond rumbling noise like a train |
of ecars. Water was pouring over the |
building and into the ditches along the |
road. Stones, thrown high into the air,
- | were falling all around, and every minnte |
- | the stream seemed to gain volume and |
force. This had lasted about an hour |
| when the gas by some means, eaught
! | fire, expleding with a report like the dis-
b | charge of a-cannon, filling all parts of |
| | the house with flames, tearing it to
| pieces, and setting fire to the fragments,
Quite a number of people were in the
' | building at the time, three of whom were
7 | badly burned—DMzrs. Truax, James Drake,
; |and a man named Lewis Hdoe. The
| flames and water were now rising abont
| seventy feet, with a sound as of & hurri-
f | cane. When we visited the scene, an
bour later, the eolumn of fire was un-
abated, and as cloud after cloud of flame
rose high into the air, lightning up the
darkness, and casting a sickly, -ghostly
glare on the facesof the hundreds of
people who had gathered from all parts
of the country, the spectacle was really
| grand, and one not Jikely to be forgotten
by those who witnessed it.
from which the fire and water escaped
wae hy this time worn to about two feet

L a4

L= == s

raneons force seemed mow to be irresis-
F | tible. Streams of water and sand were
b running in all direetions, flooding the
b | ruins, The cause of the explosion is nn-
known, but it is supposed to have been
cansod by o fire in the kitchen, about 40 ]
' | feet distant. At a late hour in the night
the flames remained unabated, though
they are likely to cease soon.
The losz falls heavily on Mr. Truax,
who had just refitted the hotel at con-
giderable expense.

1

| likely to recover, althomgh suffering
severely. i

‘The hole |’

in diameter, and the tremendous subter- | .
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