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@5 OF THE 8COTTISH TONGUE.
o uncommon thing in Epgland as i
Wica to hear. educated men, and eveqy
swen, remonstrating against the continu
i#.1c6 of 2 Scottish literature. “ ;" it ig
¥ [’a.rgued, ““ continne to use & language. and dia
flect which must soon become obsolete ¥’
Well, we answer, it has & charm to us which|
e are not willing to sacrifice to utilitarianism
©® HPractical as the world is, our tdstes are hap-
% Bily not entirely 0, and 8s we cannot live in
Hbe improved ages to come, we prefer holding|
‘fast those ideal things which to us are a joy
" Horever. The memories of our early days are
et the morning sunshine of our lives. Where

Hs the kindly heart that has not felt that

. :R(Thcre’s aye a bit'zgleam o’ the gnde and the truc,

Sex we dream the bit dream of our chiidhood anew."

e :
SAnd what brings this feeling home to a Scot,
E-at home or abroad—like Scottish writings ?
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.J¥hen Tannahill wrote that simple line,
* The midges dance abune the barp,”

Je set a living image before thousands of his
untrymen which all the gnats above all the
rooks in England could never have conveyed
n idea of. .
*The Scot is notably sicker, but no people 8o
@equenl]y give up weslthy and desirable posi-
#ious to enjoy on & moderate competence their
fondly cherished home associations, nar do]
gny more readily meake sacrifices to ‘attain.
herishedideas. The Highland“woman who!
ﬁsked her gudeman-to * gang up andbe henged:
plecse the Laird,” is an exaggerated illustras
-gnn of this feeling, while the bistory.of * The

‘orty-five” Rebellion showed .a national 'self-
crifice probably withont:s :p: . +"Frof

inted:d
b
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e sage, Lochiel,who foresay
o fthe terrible -dangers “mdi 7 1
£ ‘esist—the wild-poetical WEp

A ;
ly through thé-people; who -staked all in
eir devoted enthusiasm, the world knows |
. @ith what results. Yet.from that great up-
sing, and the merciless down-trampling |
at followed- it, what & glorious heritage of
tional poetry sprung! We do not say the
fBeople did wisely.inlinking their.fate with that
[ g valier;”. but they were.

the “ Young’ Che
roe away impuisivély by:sympathy and love ]!
pulées: tl;a'cistir‘thehu—_‘
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right, the noblest.

$Lis muca for the ideals:- o
& ¥et are we.not withont reason for the faith, |
which we cling, for there-are virtues in the.||
ottish language well worthy of preservation.
ttered by rude tongues it -dy be harsh, but
om modulated lips it is very musical, and we
rd people 5{-other nations speak
of the pleasiire it guve them. “There is & ten-
def pathos in the dialect, and'a: fine rythmi-|
cal flow in the strong, simple® Words, with
their profusion of vowels, to whir’
cling. If any one doubts the truy
‘| them resd Hogg's ** Bonny. Kilmey> 8
lieve ; or TamnahilPs “Bopnie Wood o’ Crai
gielea,” -or % Qloomy Winter’s/ DOW awa ;'
Burns” * Nanuie O ; or Robert’ Nicoll's—"
“ There’s nane like you, theres ng:¢ like yon,
The youngsters blithe around g DOW,
=}, Are bounie g’, bsith great-an’em8"
 But auld godewife there’y nany likeyou.”
fimple thoughts enpligh, but tenderly ex-
pressed aud touchingly grand in their simple,
%}omely words. ;7 " .
* Willie Laidlaw” * Lucy’s Flittin",” is anoth-
_Te‘,-m iNustratioa of the expressive tenderness
lof our ye, 8T
ise 4 /8t pits my pair hearin a fintter,
{ 21,‘3”"‘ ::t 5 the tean cr:)mc sae fas{ to wy e'e,
1 T wastan -"f{ﬁet to be ony batter,
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|1 preted ¢ a clever fellow.”
-1 Hieland gill in his cheek ” caught this gomoral |-

. ¢ Leal” is the very essence of loval affection,

#Ye ken whar yon.wee burnie rins roarin’ to the
sea,”"— . . .
ure brimming with gladness and beauty as the
birdies and the burnies themselves. .
Maung. of the Scottish idioms are very ex-
pressi#é, and there is & pith in the language, as
there has always been in the race which uses
it. Take for example Buros’ * Address to the
Deil,” “Tam o’ Shanter,” or “ Death and Dr.
Harnbook.” or Nicoll's “ We'll mak’ the warld
beuer yet.” :
There are nota few useful Scottish words
whick bave no English synonym, while many
are indifferently represented. ‘ Wersh” can-
not be expressed in English ; its best repre-
sentative is saltless, but this is & thoroughly
negative condition,whilst wersh is a very posi-
tive flavor, as every one who tastes vnsalted
bread or brose is apt to testify., ¢ Douse” ex-
presses at.once & pleasant and {ranquil dispo-
sition,with & well-conditioned body. “Crouse”
is nearly untrapslateable; it is cooceited,
sprightly, and inclined to bragga t. * Dinnle,”
the psinful sensation cansed by the rerurn of
waim bloed to very cold fingers. Who knows
the English of it? Isittingle? How indefi-
nite,while dinnle or dinnlin expresses the exsct
feeling, sharp as the seneation itself. * Toom”
. is empty, but specislly applicable to wooden
i vessels, the word itself being the very echo of
an empty barrel. “ Braw’ is better thag aey
word we know-{o repéeaem i{. ** Bonnie ’ i8
better than pretty, and not always so much as f
beautiful, commonly -denoting i‘indl'wess of _i“l’I_‘hgre l;iv:B 15 ‘our
e, ViRt gl £ B
iving things. ‘Blithes” this S88xon word |¥ » T S RE TOWAL 2
may §io claimed as thoroughly Scotch; the Eng- ; 4nd white o thezﬁg“%:ﬁ;g’:f&?&
ish baving neglected it. 1t bas nd equal in its T} 'F!:?eég(i lgcghry N Maty Yoos m
iplace, as Bcotch autbors“have well prnved.' 4 while that ousic ' flosts ko
{4 Threepit™ expresses‘enforcing ss welt ag A0S ither about {he sgreemonl Tas
' maintaining,and is very pithy. “ Birkle:” In|We'SWi er 800 don't think &
|a Burns’ Glossary we huve seen this inter-
Had Burns with *s

i1y 157eARY; ~hoWe Vel t67haTe 100 much of &
good-thing, -and ‘ScotticizedrBeoteh -ia:ugan-
palateable:to a-Beot ag would'be-an.over-sinffed.
'haggjs. . -Hately Waddell’s . versior- of 3he”
|-twenty-t’hird Paalm, is-sadly overdone. “The:
'man who rendersiidrookit-for anoint: might:
|aiblins: Gook'1ill he dreeps in a Liddisdaledow
end be.nae the dafierfor it * : ;

= Though *-0ld-times” or * long ago™’«
never be taken B8 an equivelent for “~-Auld
Lang Syhe,” the Scotch have long been -cog-
lizant of and adopted many of the excellent
ciesof the English-langnage, and we.are guite -
willing to play & give-and-ieke gam {8
England and Scotlandfunite in-langusge, as
they-did in governmenk; e shall ‘pos.‘ever’
insist upon kinging them .tbis time‘as:atithe
1ast union, but will meéfithern and tr

If England is oot sufficiently enlig]
this, Scotland can “wellzafford-to wait, Testing
on her dignify, and grest-as is ber penuri-
ousness (she has longbaen a thrifty banker),
itrom her overflowing wealth so carefully.gar-
inered she will coptinte'to send her sone, as
.5he hag done forisages;past, 1o beaatify and
jenrich English literatare*in..81l its brsnches,
.and the world shall’ be glad:, \ed by her
‘bouaty. L i i

Bnt as an Arab after offering his favarite.
1gteed for ssle beging ruefully thinking over
‘its many good qualities, 80 do we of .our Scot-
‘tish muse. A verse of John Imlah’s sonog,

‘ av histranslation, what 2 loundering the cuif!
had got. A *Dbirkie” ia-a proud upsetting fel-[;
ow, more guilty of lack of brains than their“
, possession. 'We all know how finely sarcastic
iit is, ¢ D'ye see yon -birkie ca’d a Lord.””

and a word'of rare mérit. “ Biel” isa shelter

|from the wind, and & very expressive word.

“ Pawky” may be.rendered artful, dodging ;"
we know no bstter, . It is full of meaning, gen- .
erally implying humorous canning, * Eerie:” ~ -
‘Whoever in a dark-and lorely place has felt &
vague, undefined -dread, 8 creepiness of the
bair, though notreally in fear, bis been eerie. -

| The feeling is well-known, but not expressible
in'Eoglish. ! “@lamour " Let him whoknows

the English of this explain it. ,The * evil eye” ...
of the gipsy and-thekilling glance of the laver
possess it.  “ Gleg”-is:quick, sharp and ac-
tive, concentrated. “‘Qowk” is a simple, fool~

ish person; goose is the omly translation., .

“ Kep” is neither catches nor receives, but™ - soF T .
-both, How perfectly powtical is me-proverbi . ——
¢ Iiks blade o’ grass keps.ity sindrap o’ dew.” e O 2

“@Fawkie” is a thoughtless and ‘awkward Ias-" -
'sie or woman. “Gowpin,”ag'much ss can be, .
lifted in-both hands placed:together. *“Geu-
‘cle” is- at-once handsome, ‘sprightly; aed of -,
ample proportions. - Thete'sre - gcores of such

vords-which might :be “quoted,’/Where shall
find haffetsifor an Englishman, or:-a word:
‘% make him mensafu”; ‘how?set him:botchin®
by 8 cdzie ingle, orrintin’<pechin’ up's brae;,
which is not .a7till, “While -others dodge:
willjouk ;-theymay be bigiand stnrdy fellows;
we csn-set against”themgtrappin’,~buirdly :
chiels. They dinna ken our-grips -and clours
and cowps for carles **dour an’-din;””-nor how
{we can dand and dirl the croous -0” Duc-nae-
iguids and gartbem sough ‘and swither. aye,
and waubie ag feckless ass tewed-and wuezent
runcb. As little ken tbey what a .cantie hit
ibodi= auld Grapuie is, or how she loes to tent
ithe toddlin weans. They mey-court their gen-
itle girls on pretty hillocks or vales; we'll. woo
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JI Thep whatf 827 W€ wish ony better to be.”
“The Braes o' Qleniffer,” and “When the
Ere come hame,” areegually beautifol. How
i| thsl verse beginning ‘“ When the hluart bears
{ 8 pearl,” takes hold of the Scottish heart, and
woere is the Scot whose ambition wonld not
be fired to write the same tongue if he dared
hepe to write_as musically. The first four
verses of Miss Blamire’s “ What aile this heart
o mine,” Lady Ana Lindsay’e ¢ Auld Rohin
Gray,” the Countess; of Nairn's “ I’m wearin®
aws,” “’The Rowan Tree,”” and many others,
have excellencies and beauties enongh to stim-
ulste the Scoteh to follow in such footsteps for
generations to come.
Nor does the Scottish mure of modern days
lag far behind. Henry Scott Riddell’s * Scot-

lend Yet,” *“I'llawa hame to my ain folk,” and
other pieces, are worthy of ber palmiest days.
W. Cameron’s “ Meet e on the Gowan Les,”
 Jessie o’ the Deli,”
Glen,"—

and ‘“Morag’s Faery

our canny lassies on the bontiedknowses or in -
ithe bieldy howes; while their children go to
\pluck the pretty daisies, ours ’ill gang o “ pu
ithe.gowans finé ;” while brooks ripple between
itheir flowery hanks, burns: shall-wimple by the
broomie hraes:whergigosling cheep,-and linties
chirl, and laverocks:iilting: sing, ~ What Scot
would not prefer a brumel o a brambleberry ;
or & hine to &.ragp {the mention of which
might set one’s teeth on edge instead of a
watering) ; or gloaming.to twilight; or a
scaur 1o & precipice,which might be a Jinn ; or
guidwife to good wife ; or loweto fiame, whieh
is also bleeze ; or agley to crooked, which is
different ; or birr, or eident, or couthie, or

" |vauatie, ox rowth, or gesr; or girn, or_glower,

or Laird, or Baille, to any-correspunding Eng-
lish, and there are many other words equﬂly
exprgssive. e ow




