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PREFACE

For a number of years | have been interested in transcribing the diary of my great-great
grandfather so that the history of the time would not be lost to future generations. The original diary is
in a deteriorating condition and obviously would not withstand numerous readings. This book is the
result.

John Albert Michie (b. 17 Oct 1813, d. 15 Feb 1900) farmed at Lot 17, Concession 10, of Reach
Township in Ontario. He was born in Aberdeen, Scotland where he attended the local parish school. He
married Barbara Agnes Fowlie (b. 30 Apr 1818, d. 24 Oct, 1903) on 2 Dec 1841. It is believed he, his wife
and child emigrated to Canada in 1846. Upon reaching Ontario, their daughter died and is buried
somewhere near Whitby, Ontario.

According to old stories, they first lived on a farm owned by Peter Leask in Darlington Township
and moved to what would become the Michie homestead in Reach Township. They built their own
home and cleared the land. Many of the other settlers in the area moved on, but the Michies stayed.

John was a strong temperance man and took a very active role in the local church, being one of
the first elders to be chosen in the Presbyterian Church. He was not strictly a Presbyterian and attended
services at the local Methodist Church as well, sometimes the family was in church as much as twice a
day.

John and Barbara had eight children — William John, Annie, John Andrew, George, Barbara,
Margaret, Robert and Agnes Annie. Mrs. Michie was well known in the community as a healer and
midwife and her name appears many times in the birth records of the time.

The diary began in February of 1869 and ended March 22 1899. | believe there was a book prior
to this date, but it has not been located. John died 15 Feb 1900 and is buried at the Pines Cemetery
north of Greenbank. Barbara followed him in 1903.

| have tried, as much as possible, to be true to the original writings. Of course there are a
number of places in the diary that are completely illegible, whether it be because of deterioration or the
fact that some of the ink has faded beyond reading. If such was the case | have made notes to reflect
that [which are enclosed in square brackets as you see here].

Mary Anne (Michie) Richardson
Great great granddaughter,

Lindsay, Ontario.
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