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COMMERCIAL LAW.-ONTARIO.

ARREST FOR DEBT—When a creditor has a claim of
$100 or over, and can show to the satisfaction of the Judge that
he has such claim and that there is reasonable and probable cause
for believing that debtor is about to leave the Province with
intent to defraud his creditors, an order for arrest may be granted.

ASSIGNMEN TS—Should be made to the Sheriff of the
County where the debtor resides or earries on business, unless the
majority of the creditors having claims of $100 or over consent
to the appointment of some other person residing within the Pro-
vince. If assignment is made to & person other than the Sheriff,
it is good until and unless another assignment is made to the
Sheriffi. Majority in number and value of creditors with claim
of over £100 can change assignee. Assignment must be filed with
the County Court Clerk within five days after execution, and
notice inserted in Ontario Gasette in issue next after five days
after execution : for default there is a penalty of $25 per day.

BANKRUPTCY—There is no bankruptey law in this Pro-
vince, but a debtor may make an assignment for the benefit of
oreditors and ensure a ratable distribution of his assets. Execu-
tions in the Sheriff’s hands prior to assignment are affected by
it, unless completely executed by payment. On the administration
of the estate of a deceased person, when the assets are insuflicient,
as on an assignment for the benefit of creditors, securities held
by ereditors must be valued, and the representatives of the estate,
like the assignee, may purchase the securities at an advance of
ten per cent. Wages to the extent of three months are preferred.

BILLS OF EXCHANGE AND PROMISSORY
NOTES — These are subject to the commercial law in re-
spect of days of grace, notice and protest. There are no days of
grace allowed on a bill payable on demand or where no time is
mentioned, but they are allowed when the bill is payable at or
after sight. Notes only bear interest from the date of maturity,
and then at the legal rate, unless the rate and time are ex-
pressly mentioned on the face. Loss of a bill or note does not
prevent collection, but an indemnity may be required.

BILLS OF SALE AND CHATTEL MORTGAGES
—Unless property changes possession instrument must be regis-
tered within five days in the office of the County Court Clerk,
otherwise it is void as against creditors. The affidavit of
execution must state the date of execution. There are special
regulations regarding chattel mortgages and bills of sale in the
territorial and provisional districts, both as to place of filing and
time of filing. Chattel mortgages must be renewed yearly.

CONTRACTS—Contracts for sale of goods over $40 require
part performance or to be in writing, otherwise they are void.
Contracts made on Sunday (with few exceptions), and contracts
contrary to publie poliey or of an immoral character, are illegal.

COURTS,JURISDICTION OF—Inmoney glaims on con-
tract the jurisdiction of the Division Court extends to $200 and in-
terest in lignidated elaims,and $100 in unliquidated claims, thatof
the County Court to $600 and $200 respectively, and that ol the
High Court beyond these amounts. In the Division Court a claim
is liguidated only by the signature of the party to be charged; in
the County Courts, by the acts of the parties. Actions respect-
ing partnership accounts, when capital is not over $1,000, as well
as actions to the extent of §200, in some cases formerly solely
within the jurisdiction of the High Court, can now be brought
in the County Court. Any action may be brought in High Court,
but at risk of cost. Principal and interest on mortgages, bills,
notes, bonds, &e., can be sued for separately, though both overdue,

EXECUTION—In the County Court and High Court exe-
cution may issue immediately upon entry of judgment, unless
stayed by order of the Court or Judge. Writs of Execution now
against both goods and lands remain in force for three years,
unless satisfied in the meantime, or withdrawn. Writs may be
renewed from time to time for periods of three years each
renewal. Lands cannot be sold for one year from the time the
writ is delivered to the Sheriff, but debtors’ lands are bound from
date of delivery of writ to Bheriff.

EXEMPTIONS —The exemptions [rom seizure under exe-
eution and distress are enumerated in the Revised Btatutes, Cbap. B4,
and congist generally of:

1. Beds, bedding and bedsteads in ordinary use.

2, Necessary aud ordinary wearing apparel

5. One cooking stove with pipes, one heating stove with pipes, sew-

ing machine, 30 vols. books, all spinning wheels and weaving
looms, and a large number of articles of furniture, cooking
utensils, etio., in all not to exceed the value of $150.

4. All necessary fuel, meat, fish, flonr and vegetables, not more than

sufficient for ordinary consumption of debtor and family for

30 days, not exceeding in value the sum of 240,

One cow, six sheep, 4 hogs, 12 hens and one dog, in all not to ex-
ceed the value of 875; also food for them for 30 days.

6. Tools and implements of, or chattels ordinarily used in the

debtor's oceupation, to the value of $100.

7. Bees reared and kept in hives to the extent of 15 hives.

The debtor may elect to take the proceeds of the sale of these up
to £100. On death of the debtor these goods go 1o the widow and family,

EXAMINATION OF JUDGMENT DEBTOR—The
judgment debtor may be examined as o his present means and
also as to his property at the time debt was ineurred, and his
disposal of the same, and in the higher conrts the transferee may
also be examined. Any person in possession of property of
the execution debtor may also be examined under order. On
examination in the Division Court the Judge may order the
debtor to pay the debt in such a way as he deems proper, and
in default may issue an order for committal to jail.

FRAUDULENT CONVEYANCES—Conveyances in
fraud of creditors are void. Preferences by ingolvents are void. Con-
veyances to creditors by debtors, if attacked within sixty days or made
within sixty days before an assignment for the beneflt of craditors, are
presumed to have been made with intent to defrand or prefer.

GARNISHMEN T—Debts due the debtor may be attached
in the Division Court at the time of the issue of the summons, but in
the County Court and High Court only after judgment. Wages can
only be garnisheed when the amount due iz more than $25 and the
excess over that sum only can be recovered, except in Bome cases
when the debt was incurred for board.

=

HOLIDAYS—When a holiday falls on a Sunday the next
day shall be kept as a holiday in lieu thereof.

INTEREST—The legal rate is now five per cent. on lia-
bilities incurred since 7th day of July, 1900, and when no agreement
and interest is payable, that is the rate, Interest at the legal rate is
allowed on all written sgreements and on all accounts where notice
is given that interest would be charged.

JUDGMENTS—Where a defendant, who resides within
Ontario, does not defend, judgment may be entered in the higher
courts ten days after service of the writ in the action. Where
defendant resides in one of the distriets, if the writ is served in
the winter time, a longer period must elapse. In the Division
Courts ten, filteen or twenty days after service, gecording to the
residence of the defendant. After appearance motion for judg-
ment may be made ontwo days’ notice if no defence shown. In
Division Court a two days’ notice of motion for judgment may be
served with summons.

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS—Action of account must
be brought within six years—on contracts under seal, twenty
years. Actions on the covenant on a morigage made after 1lst
July, 1894, must be brought within ten years. Part payment or
written acknowledgment will extend the time of action.

MARRIED WOMEN—May now contract, carry on busi-
ness, sue and be gued, in respect of their separate estate, in the same
menner as if unmarried. They have the right of dower inall the
husband's real estate, Representatives may Be%l by leave of the Court
free from dower,

REGISTRY FOR DEEDS—Instruments for registry
must contain a sufficient deseription of the property mentioned,
including the number of the plan, and the execution be verified
by affidavit in proper form of a witness present at the time
of gignature. Registration gives priority. Mortgages and assign-
ments of mortgage need not now be registered in full. The
assignee of a mortgage must register the dosuments making his
title, and the discharge must set them out. Wills need not in
certain cases be registered in full.

SHOP REGULATIONS.—No person under the age of
ten shall be employed in any shop. No child, girl or woman
shall be employed before T a.m. or after 6 p.m. except on Saturday
or the day before a holiday. Seats are to be provided for female
employees. Register of children is to be kept. Shops are to be
kept in proper sanitary condition and conveniences provided.

WILLS—Must be in writing, signed at the foot by the tes-
tator or some person in his presence at his request, in the
presence of two witnesses, both present with him at the same
time, and who in his presence, and the presence of each other,
gign their names as witnesses. A legacy or devise to a witness,
or to a husband or wife of a witness, is void. An executor may
be a proper witness. Wills are revoked by marriage, with some
exceptions, A minor cannot make a valid will. There is a
succession duty payable on property passing on death of owner
which is fully set out in 5 Edw. VII, cap. 6, out. This duty can
be recovered by suit. It is now determined by the net value.

QUEBEC.

ASSIGNMENTS—Any unsecured ereditor for §200 or over
may make a demand of assignment on a debtor who does not pay,
and if the latter refuses he may be arrested on a capias. The
court, on the advice of the creditors, appoints a curatoror trustee
who realizes and divides the estate.  The debtor is only dis-
charged to the extent of the dividend.

ATTACHMENTS — A capias against the person or an at-
tachment against the property of a debtor, may issue before judg-
ment on an affidavit by the creditor or his agent that the debtor
is about to abscond or to secrete his property with intent to de-
fraud his creditors, or that he is insolvent and refuses to asEign.

BILLS OF EXCHANGE, PROMISSORY NOTES,
AND INTEREST—The law of Quebec on these subjects is
the same as that of Ontario

CHATTEL MORTGAGES are not recognized in Quebec.
A ereditor can only have & lien on chattels by keeping possession
of them. An unpaid vendor of chattels or lands has a privilege or
preference for the price. In the case of goods sold to insolvent
traders, this right must be claimed within thirty days after delivery.

COURTS — Magistrates’ courts exist in some districts
with jurisdiction up to $50. The Circuit Courf in Montreal,
Quebee, and the chief town of each district, has jurisdiction
up to $100, in outlying towns up fto $200, Cases above
these amounts goto the Superior Court. Parties to & guit can give
evidence on their own behalf. Actions brought on promissory
notes, bills, cheques, and for the price of merchandise, are tried
summarily. In other cases the delays are long.

EXECUTIONS—Execution against goods and lands can-
not issue until 15 days after judgment, except on an affidavit
similar to that for attachment above, Goods can be sold after 8 days'
notice and land after one month, A sheriff's sale frees land from
mortgages, Mortgegees rank on the proceeds according to priority.

EXEMPTIONS—The following articles are exempt from
seizure :—Beds, bedding and bedsteads used by the family ; their
wearing apparsl; two stoves and their appendages ; cooking
utensils and furniture up to $50; sewing machine if nsed for
earning money ; iuel and food for three months ; & gpan of horses
or yoke of oxen, 1 cow, 2 pigs, 4 sheep, plough, harrow, cart, ete.;
tools up to $200; 15 hives of bees; three-fourths of workmen's
wages ; any money or objects given or bequeathed for aliment
or on condition of their being exempt {rom seizure.

JUDGMENTS—A judgment is good for thirty years. It
the defendant is insolvent a judgment gives the plaintiff no pre-
ference, except for the costs if a sale takes place under it.

LIMITATION—Promissory notes and accounts are pre-
geribed or outlawed in five years from the time they become due.

MARRIED WOMEN—A married woman may carryon busi-
ness; if she has no separate estate by marriage contract or judgment
of the court, the hushand also ie liable for her business debts. A
woman cannot bind herself with or for her husband for his debts.
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