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Belching.
About 99 per cent, of cases of belching are due to the escape 

of swallowed atmospheric air and not a sign of any pathologic 
condition. One swallows air with food and drink, and this 
accumulates and forces its way through the cardiac orifice. 
When belching is a symptom of gastric or general disease a 
nervous hyperchlorhydria is the explanation. The accumula­
tion of gas in the stomach is not dangerous except in elderly 
patients, in whom arteriosclerosis or some heart lesions or 
some other serious condition exists, of which the flatulence is 
a complication.—Medical Times.
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