DIARY OF JOHN STRICKLAND
Transcribed by Jan Roberton, the great-great-great-granddaughter of John Strickland

On the 5 day of April 1830 I set out for america with John Simpsonformy
comanionwe wentthatdayasfaras Tadcaster and there Loged the first night

6th wesetoutonfootagain and wentaboutamile and ahalf to the other side
of Hallifax

7th we set out on foot and when we had got to this side of Blackstone it rained
very heavy and | was begining to to be foot sore we stillkept pasevering on till we
came to Rochdale and thenwe took our Fair to Manchester onthe coach we
then took tofoot again we did not walk far before we got into a cartandrodeto
Warington we thenwent 3 or 4 miles and stoped at a Lodging house

8th wesetof early and this morning we came to Liverpool our
Boxes did not this day sowe bothtook over to Chefshire

9 thisdayBeinggood friday our Boxes did notcome sowe went to the Roman
Catolic Chapel were lwas suprised to see what superstision reained in the
world

10 wewent this day toall the cariers we could find and still could hear nothing
of them we were then tired of walking and as we were walking onthe pear we
thought we would go to thelight housein Chefshire topafs the time sowedid and
thencame back and went to our old logings again

11 thisdayJohnSimpson setouttoseek our Boxes |pafsthe dayaslcouldthe
forenoon|walked onthe shore the afternoon | went to the church and at night |
went to the Methodist meeting

12 Ispentthisdayinwalking about
13 Ispentthismuch like therest

14 wedensday this day John came back | had for got to mention that the
Boxes came on monday John had been as far as Leeds we then took our fare in
water street No. 22 for america

15 thisdaywegotourbedsinand loged at Night in the ship
16 thisday wegotinmostofour store
17 wearedoing onlike therest and the ship will go out sumtime

18 thisdaylwrotealetterand directed itto Emanuel at forenoon and at
the afternoon I went to the church

19 this day we pastinthe ship

20 weshould have gone outto day butthe Weather being so rainy they
cargo could not be gotin

21 wearehereyet



22 Ohowlong the time looks that we were off
23 thisdayitrained all the day through

24 thecanadashouldhave gone outtodaylmet George Wood of
Nutholme

25 thisdaylwasstalled with being inthe town and did not go to church

26 theCaptancametotakethehospitle moneyand tol,d uswe should go of
to morrow

27 lthisdaywroteanylastfarewelltomyMother sisters and Brothers telling
them Iwas going at 3 oclock butwe went at 2 there is a156 of usin number we
this day went out into the river | was in the best hart that |had been in since |
left home

28 theWind Blows fair itis afine Morning all seems tobein good harthereis

both English Irish Welch Scotch Etalicks americans and Duch we are a very jovil
lotalltogether about

12 o'clock theanchor was heavedinand we set sail with a soath east wind Istoped on
deck tillmy head ached looking towards

my native shore Ithenwent between decks and with akind of joy mixed with hope
and fear | lay myself down onmy bed with the thoughts of all my old acquaintances

inmy mind and putdown these few words | then went on deck again to see if | still
couldseeold England but it was then out of sight we were onthe
coast of wales

29 lawokethismorninginamidling state of health|har,d some say we were pafsing
Holy heard so Igot up to see it | then got the Brecfast fit but falling sick | was not
able to take any we has a good south east wind and this day we came in sight of the
coave of man and Ireland

30th thismorning we were both of us very sick the wind was much the same

May the Ist this morning the wind waswestand itcame ona storm and the wind
being contrary wemade but a little progrefs I this day saw what | oft har,d tell of here
the wavesrowl,d so high that when a vefsill was pafsing us we were often out of sight
one of the other

2 sundaymorningthiswas avery fine day the wind being south east we got on
at a good rate

3 this morning the wind was the same this day we saw a bird hovring over the
ship atlastit lefin theriggin and still keep,tventering nearer till atlastitletonthe
deckand was soon pick,d upitwas land bird we all thought itwas a corlew

4 thewindstillkeepssoutheastand wekeep rowling on
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5th we have been aweek thefirst that ever Iwas on the sea beforeandwehave
had aprospofs jorney sofarthismorning the wind had gotNorth east and Blew a
good breeze they heaved the log and found we were going at the rate of 10 miles a
hour

6 thisday thewind had gotnear North westand we if ought were rather stopt
inour progrefs

7th this morning the wind had got North and we sailed west south west and
went at a good speed it has been rough for a day or two we had seen neither
birds nor ships of 3or 4days and this day we have seen Both

8th this day the wind was north west and we sailed south west by westitblewa
good brees and we came within 100 miles of the western Isles

9th this morning the wind was west and we were obliged to sail north the wind
altred before night and we sailed north west| this day saw sume purpus pigs this
forenoonwe were sayingthat the cuckoo would be singing itwas so fine a
morning so Imade the following lines

No cuckoo have we got tosing

No lark sweetmarbles of the spring But all

that we can hear or see

Is gulls and mothercaries flee Then let us

hasten to the shore Then we will come to

sea no more Thenwe shallhear themsing

always And so with pleasure end our days

10th thismorning the wind was southwestbut turned soonnorth west we sailed
slowly westward this day we saw several fishes

Nth thismorning the seawasas calmasapond inthe afternoon the wind Blew from
the soath west and we sailed north west

12th this day the wind was much the same and atnight itcame on a storm and
awoake us alll thought at irst that the ship was sinking

13 this morning the ship rouled tillone could hardly it was a calm after astormwe
had no wind this day we say some purpuses to day

14th thismorning the wind blew south westand we sailed north west is came on
roughish today

15th this morning the wind was much the same it was areal storm today
towards night the wind changed north west and we sailed west southwestin
themorning the wind was so violent ittore away the fore sailand threw theman
down at the Wheel

16 itwasafine day today the wind was north west and we sailed west southwest
this day we saw a pice of wood flote by uswe see fishes every day
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17th this morning the wind Blew south and we sailed west northwestthe sea
was very calmand we glided onwith pleasure we saw toakind of fishes today one
find from afootand ahalf to2feetinlenthand theother ones were much larger
thisday we had all cleaned out and the Captan burnt Vinegar and sugar in the
howl to prevent sicknefs

18th thisday the wind was north westand we sailed south west by west

19th this day the wind was much the same we held the Asises to day.
towards night the wind got more west

20th thismorning whenlgotup Iwent to the Compos to see what way we
were going when Ifound we headed almost south at 8 oclock they altered
the tack and with a west wind we sailed almost full north Iwas not very well
today.

21th the wind was nearly west all this day we sailed about. north westin the
forenoon and came to the banks of New Newfoundland fishery inthe afternoon
we turned nearly south west there isone thing | had forgot to mention afew
nights agolwent upon deck after it was dark and was surprised to see allround
us like sparks of fire fly out of the sea and this nightlwentondeckasloftendid
and tomy great astonishment as far as | could see on both sides all seemed to be
on great fiers like burning Ling what the reason of this was|can not tell sol must
letit go to where all the rest of unfoundout misteries doldream’t this night
Margaret was dead which made me wonder in my mind how you all were geting
onand put inmy hart a secret wish to know if you were all well

22th we left the Banks this morning the wind was much the same we sailed
northward in the forenoon and south ward in the after noon. we saw 3 ships today
we had not seen one of 6 days before the wind keeps very much a heard o[ us and
our pafsage seems as if it would be a long one

23rd this day we had afair wind and a smouth sea we tuched on thetorrentwhich
runs from Gulf Florida this forenoon the Captan gave a glafs of Brandy to all on Board
about 6 o'clock atnight the wind got north and we sailed 1point south

24 thewind this morning was nearly the same but before noon itgoteastand we
sailed onwith pleasure this day the Captain gave a Hogshead of fresh warter to
wash with towards night the wind got south and we went at a good rate

25th this day the wind was south this morning between12&1 o'clock Iwas a
woke out of my sléep With avoice saying O poor lad heis dead thevoice at first
struck me with terror | being half asleep and half awake Ithought it was my
Mother that was murming about me but whenlawoke Ifound that a little boy
belongingtoapoor taylor was dead he was about 9 months old in the afternoon he
was sowed up and putinto a Cask they filled the Cask coles and water and all
being ready he was commited to

thedeep aman of thename of Thomas Batty read the Buiral servis



we saw the Cask flote on the surface but was soon out of sight

26 thismorning the wind was south but soonturned northand contuined to all the day
and was extreamly coold

27th this morning the wind was north itwas a very fine day itcame onastorm
last night and broke down many of the beds | think it was the roughest bit we
have had

28th this day the wind was north east and we sailed west it avery fineday we
saw 3 ships and had not seen one since last mentioned last night we saw fishes
by hundred's skiping about like shiip you may think whenyou read this that |
was inthe

oldwayas|wrote this onthe Bowspreet this day towards Night

we saw ashaulfishes | think Imay safely say there were more in number than
ever |saw sheep at afair inmy life

29th this morning itrained very hard butfaired up by 10 oclock and was avery
fine day we saw a ship a heard of us by six inthe morning she was stearing the
same way that we were and we came up with her by 5 or 6 at night the wind was
fair and it was afine chase we saw several fishes today there were sum very large
ones rowled by us

30th this morning the wind was south east and blew a good breeze this
forenoonwe swarms of fishes sevral that were of an enormos sise they plom'd
today butfound nobottom toward's night we saw a shark lying on the water

3lst itrained very heavy all night and inthemorning it was thick and foggy the
wind had gotinto the west but soon got northme and the second mate
sounded thismorning and it was

33fathomsand atnoontheysounded againand itwas 45 fathoms to the bottom
and found that itwas asandy bottom the plum fetched up in the morning
pieces of shells and at noon itwas black and white sand

Junelst this morning the wind was fair this morning me and my companionwent
totheforetop gallentyardtoseeforLand which we thought we saw at a great
distance the steward went about /2 an hour afterward and called out Land a
her,d themate wentup afterward,s but the fogg prevented him from seeing it. it
was a pleasing sound to us but the fogg came in so thick that we could not see
far atnight they sounded again itwas 25 fathoms and a sand bottom

2nd this morningis amorning ever to be remembered by us all at12 the second
mate sound and itwas 15 fathoms it then being the first mate Watch and not
being on his gard he fell asleep and but for one of the sailors we hadrunashore as
soonas the danger was made known they got her put about they then sounded
and found thatitwas only six fathoms we then sailed eastward and after the
danger was over we turned onour corse again

Itwas the North end of Long Isle were we had like to haverun ashore we saw
severalbrigsand sum fishing boattoday andhad Land inview most of the day |
was not very well and it being Kirby fair we got a bottle of Brandy
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3rd this morning allwas calm tillabout noon it then blew a southwind and in
about anhour or sowe came insight of Land againwe sooncameinssight of
sandy hookand every eye glem,d with pleasure at the sight it was but a small
breese and we

could not gofast in the evening they hoisted the Coller (?) for a Pilote and after
it got dark we hung a light to the Bowspreetbut still the Pilote did notcome we
were then coming so near the shore and water running shallow they did not think
it proper to go any further so they the mate thenfired of a report and a Vefsel
that we saw behind us soon made up tous it was the news Boat they thenfired
for 10 or more times at last we saw a Boat coming toward us which proved to be
the Pilote they sailed onalittle distance and then heaved the Anchor

itwas avery finemoonlight nightand auncommon sweetair as is of a clover
feild Iwent to bed about 12 at night

4th this morning about 4 o,clock the Anchor was heaved inand we proceeded
up the Hook the wind was contrary and we did not getfarbefore the Anchorwas
heaved again within sight of 6 or more dwelling houses and several feild,s and
woods which made ourjourneylook pleasenter thaneverithad donebeforeit
was acalmalltherest of the day and rained very heavy the costom house officer
came on board about12 o;clock

5th this day about10o0,clock abreese came on and we set sail and about 12
o,clock wereached the Corenteen and the doctor came onboard we were allin
good hearlth and sowe wenton till we came to New York after the Docter had
pafsed us me and my companionsentinto the howl to Drefs and when come out
we had just got to New York as we went up the river it was very delightful to see
the Forts on both sides of theriver as soon as the anchor was heave we both we
went on shor with sum other pafsengers and wentto aGroecer shop and sumsider
and milkand bread we thenwent a crofs the eastriver to Brooklin to Thomas
Cook,s and after we had got our teawe took a walk through town and thencame
back and Lodged at Thomas Cooks that night

6th this morning we wentacrofs theriver for somethings John wenttothe

Freind meeting we came back toMr.Cooks and inthe afternoon we took awalk
into the feild,s the corn and grafs

gotup sohigh wewondred were wehad spent the summereverything looked as
pleasent asin England and sumthink pleasenter inthe eveningwebothwent tothe
Methodist Chapel and thenretired to rest

7th this morning me and my companion left Brooklin for New York and whenwehad
gotaboardthe Ferry we meetwith William Frankland we were very glad to see one
another again aswe all in Liverpool together he wanted sum help to get his Thrashing
musheen out of

the Warehouse so we went with him we then got our Baggage of the

Envoy and putthem on board atowboat to go to Albany on Tusday

we had beenthrong and did not get over to Brooklin tonight so we stoped on the

tow boat

8th thisday was abusy day withus wewentover to Brooklin inthemorning to
writealetter and inthe afternoon we came

toNew York to getthe price of sumthings and finished our letter | got sum soverings
changed for 4 Dollors and 70 sent a piece
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we posted our letter inthe old Liner Packet Office and then wentonboardthe
towboat William Frankland came to bid farewell to us the boat did not got out till it
was dark

9th Owhat new world is this with Rocks and Crags on either hand and now and
thenawooden house if america be all like this wellmight poor Noble come home
againitis afine day and still forallitsbarrenandruged apearenceitisvery pleasent
there was two towboats and the stemer all together was 28 yard acrofs it waslike
alittleIsle allmoving together itkeeps growing pleasenter as we get further up|
think there would be between

2and 300 of usbutnearer 3 than 2 we had aband of Music among us and when we
went by Newburg they played a few tunes and the people on shore fired two or 5
time itis very mountainous but still it grows better when we came as far as Hudson
the Correct run very raped against us we have not seen much very large wood yet.

10 we arived this morning between 12 and Toclock at Albeny it rainedvery heavy
allthismorning and we took our fair to Utica for 90 sent we wentinto the market
before we went of and bought a Quarter of veal at 2 and a1/2 sents per Ib. Beef
was from 4 sent to 8 sents per lb.re then set out for Utica we were 21in Number
and two of us were Children that went free we were all of the ship Envoy butaman
and his wife as we went on the land

we saw summidling good Land we saw sum people clearing afeild they had hewn
down the trees about knee height and was harring among the stumps whenwe had
gotalittle further we sawafield of Wheat shot out we have now got among plenty of
wood about

6 o,clock we pased Troy itwas a pleasent night and me and my Companionset
outonfoot time they got through the Lock,s we walked up by the Canal side till
we came to the Mohoak we then left the side of the Canal and walked through

the wood tillwe came to the Bank,s of the river it was moon light and we coald not
see as much as we wished to do after wehad walked éa little way up we came to
theFalls were we both were astonished to see whatatremendiouscrashitfellinto
the Chasm below and caused aspray toraise that would soon have wetus through
our Clothes we then went tillwe meet the boat and Iwent to bed buthad not been
therelongbeforelwas called up to see the aquaduct where the canal crofsed the
Mahoak Idon,t now how many arches there was it being dark

1th this morning whenlgot up we had gotup to the second aquaduct there was 17
arches we walked on the canal was cut out of the solid rock we came to Conectuct
about 9 oclock the Land hereingeneralis good one of our pasengers had 95 Dollers
bidden forayear but did not axceptitabout11oclock we came toa smal aquaduct
acrofsasmalstream inthe afternoon we came to

2or 3lock,s someand my Companion and another Pasenger took arambleupin
thewood,s were there was Grape trees and sugar Mapels and we got sum
strawBerris which grew in abundance we thenreturned to the Boat again we

went along sevral small aquaducts inthe evening we came to Squohary Creek
were is a Bridge of 3 Arches and each arch has 52 yard span or more the Land

all about here is very good.

12th this morning isavery fine one we came to the little falls



in the corse of the forenoon the town is bilt on a solid rock here being sum lock,s
me and simpson went to see a Saw Mill which struck uncomon quick we thought
there was agood deal of improvement in herwe also saw a Corn Mill which was
different tothose in England there one Curosity Ihad forgot alittle before we
came to the falls we saw a spring of water which streamed for 6 or 8 feet stright
up this was a great Curosity tome as lallaways delighted in Romantic things

when we had got a little further we saw sum people rearing ahouse so me and
other 2 pasengers went and helped themup with the main Booms we gotsum
whiskey and thenwent ontillwe came to Utica were we arived about 7 oclock |

had aletter to liver here to William Rooks we got a Glafs of wiskey with them and
thenwent

tothe Boat again here we experinced another Parting the person,s we had been with
us all theway from Liverpool had to leave us whichwas like a second leaving home
we shook hands and parted they stoped and we wenton most of the Land we saw
today was very good

13th this is sunday | just write sunday to keep in memory thereisonethereis
little difference between sunday and working days here this day we pafsed New
London New Bostonand sevral other little villages here the canal runs for above
60 mileswithout onelock the Land here was mostly woods and swamps toward
Night we came tovery good Land again

14th this morning wearised at Syracuse here the Boat stopet awhile and we went
to see atanners house they were both tanners and Curiers whenweleft Syracuse
we pased the saltvats and lake onondaga we also saw aplace called Liverpool and
another called Jordon and sevralother little villages by the side of the canal the
Land is good butrathermountainous the dwelling houses in general are are better
thanin England

15th this day was the hotest we had experinced since we came about midnight
thedriver and horses all went into the canal together this was the second time

we were indanger of being ship wereck,d although this time we are sum

hundreds of miles of the seathe horses wereinthe canalfor nearly an hour about

7 oclockwe came to Clyde and about10 oclock toLyons the Land

is all very good but we think itis both better and cheaper further west this afternoon
we arived at Palmira 131 miles distant from Utica our Boat was going no further sowe
embarked onanother ship which is the 4th

16th thismorning we arived at Rochester here our Captain had to atend the
Grand Juery me and my Companion went to see the GeneseFalls whichisjust
below the townitwas both awfuland grand itwas here where poor sam that we
heard of to England jumped down and niver rose again the place he jumped of
was 20 feet higer than the Falls and they are said to be 100 feet

themselves the Canal crofses the Genese River in an Aquaduct made

of stone we went to see a Mill were was 9 pair of stones in one

floor we were struck with astonishment to see Mills in all directions and of all
discreptions and water to suply asmany more about 9 oclock weleftRochester
itwas avery fine day and every thing looked neat and delightfull
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17th wearived between11&12 oclock at Night at Gaines Bason the Boat was
going no further so we had once more to goamong fresh fases we wated till 5
oclock inthe afternoon one came the land all about here is very good but dear it
isfrom 15 to 20 dollars peracre fromPalmira to Gaines Basonitis 66 miles we
arived in Reynols Bason about 19 miles from Gaines Bason we left our Boxes ina
store and walked about 2 miles to Michaels Robinson where we werekindly
intreated we spent the forenoon Walking in the gardens and feild,s the afternoon
we helped to haw Indian corn and at night we took a walk on the Ridge Road
whichlhad sooft heard tell off toEngland itis afineridge with areglar decent
Bothways and just wide enough onthe top for a tonpike road it is aboutmiles in
length

19th. this morning we went to haw Indian corn again and in the afternoonwe
intended to go aSquarel shuting but it came ona rain and stoped us | think the
land about hereisnot sogood as sum that we have seen but still it,s mdling good

20th thismorningitrainedveryheavy but it Cleared up about noon and we set
of to Richard Dales about 8 miles west James Robinson having to come that way
inthe morning we left our bundelstocome inthe Wagon when we arived at
Richard and his wife was standing at the door of their old Log house they were
very glad to see us and hear from old England having got our teawe went for the
Cows to Millk & when that was done we sat down over a good Log fire and talked
about all the old sprees and old aquaintance that our memries could recall till
very near 2 o'clock we thenwent to bed not because we were out of talk but
because we thoughtitwas bedtime and after we had got to bed we stillkept
talking ontillit struck 3 we thenwished that both our relations and they'sknew
what a pleasent night we had enjoyed and fell asleep

21th thismorning we took awalk round the Farm whichisin

genralvery goodLand we could getLandherefrom11Dollars to 20 Do peracre which
depended mostly on being cleared and building about noon James Robinson came and
whenwe had got our dinner,s we set out again acompanied with Richard Dale and James
Robinson to Locport adistance of 4 miles were we saw a very handsum Mill with 4
stones time we were walking about together the time went pleasently on but we soon
had to part we left Locport about 4 past 2 o'clock and walked on toward,s the falls of
Niagara it rainedvery heavy all the afternoonand ourbundelsbeingheavey and we being
wetwe only went11miles welLoged at a tavren were we met with very good
accommodations

22 this morning it was raining stilland had done all Night whenwe had gotour
breakfast,sitdid notlook like clearing up sowesetofasitwasit rained very heavy
most of the forenoon and about noonitfaired up a fine day the Land all onthe
Bank of the Niagara is of strong nature when we came within a mile
orsooftheFallsthe ground almost trembled under us with the Falling of the
water we arived in the Village about 3 o'clock theamericanFalls isjust below the
village we went and took a view of them and thenwentacrofs theriver and went
downamong the shrubs and briers till we came to the Canada or horse shoe
Fallshere we were entertained with Maganeficent view of the
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Fall all together they are quite aswonderful aslexpected and are better
described thanIcan pretend to do we saw the place were sam Patch leapt
down.when we came to the plase were people pretend to go under the stream
wefirst one went and then the other we went with our umbrella,s up and as fast
aswe could and as far as we could we thought we were as far as most had
been we both of us got well wet with the spray after we had seen all we could at
the bottom we asended up sume old broken steps to the top we looked about
there awhile andsetoutforFort George a distance of 14 miles it was about 7
oclock when we left the Falls wewalked about 7 miles and cameto avillage
called Queenston were we stoped that Night it was very dark and mudy and we
har,d the Wolf,s runing in the woods in all directions

23 this morning we left Queenston for Fort George were we arrived about 8
oclock and about 1oclock we left Fort George and wentonboard the steamBoat
for little York whichisabout 30 miles acrofs the Lake Ontrio we meet with William
Porter of Gillemoor and Parker of Welburn crofsing the Lake at the same time
we arived at York about 6 oclock and then set out onfoot up Young Street the
Land we saw this Night was mostly Pine Land and we thought not very good we
walked 7miles and Lodged at an English man,s house

24 itwas afine morning and we setoutingood time and when wehad walked
about 6 miles further wecalled at a Tavren to get sum refreshment when we
went in they asked us if we were from England and on telling we where they
asked us from what partsaying they where from Lastingham there is Millburn
and they left England 13 years ago they were very pleased that we had called
we stop,tand got ourbreakfast,s anddinner,s with them we then went about 2
miles further to one Jame,s Marsh,s who Married one of old John Atkinson,s
daughters the Land we saw to day was better than that yesterday but there is
more Pinesinitthanweliked to seewelLodged at Marshes at Night

25 this morning we went to see young John Atkinson he has got aMillwith 2run
of stone,s and is semingly doing wellwe then went to see old John Atkinson we
gotour dinner,s with him and then set out to see the Quaker settlement we went
for 6 mile over aridge of Mountain called the Oak Ridges the Land on
theseRidgesisingenrallight and sandy we atlast came towere the Land grew
better we went to a place called New Market about 30 milesfrom York the Land
after we gottothe Quaker settlement was very good itis the best that we have
seen in Canada we stop,t all Night at New Market

26th this morninglwasawoke with it Thundering Ithink Inever

heard it Thunder nor sawit Lighten so in my life before when we got up we walked
about 2 miles and called at a house to see a Trashing Masheen which was made
nearby like these in England we arived at Mr.Marches about 2 oclock and after we
had gotour dinner we went to see a Farm that was to sell we liked the situation
very well the Land was good and a Creek runs through it as we returned through
the Bush we shot a Partridge we also got a Pidgen as we went

27 thismorning we setoutfor Robert Dawson,s they told usit
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was about 18 miles it Thundred and rained most of theway andwerambledin
thewood sumtimesrightand sumtimes Wrong from 7in the morn to 9 at
Night were we found akind of a Tavrin about 4 miles of still we were both
tired and wetand so we took our Lodgings no little pleased with our day
journey for when we got a fair calculation we found we had gone the
14 miles in14 hour

28 ournight,srestwasas good as our day,s journey for we were so bitten with
Buggs that we could not sleep we got up in good time and paidls and 6d eachfor our
refreshmentand thenPaddled out the other 4 miles | sat in the house most of the
day Robert Dawson,s were all well and in good spirit,s

29 thisday wementtohave had aBee but our men disapointed

us sowe walkedround the farm toseethe crops which looked very good inthe
afternoon Francis Dawson and his wife came and we gotagood talk about Old
England and the poor slaves thatstill remained theirin

30th thisday we had our Bee this was thefirst Log house that ever | helped to

build at night Iwas at one of the name of Knagg,s that came out of Bransdale |

cannot speak much in the favour of this man for poor fellow he has got bitby a
venomos worn called the stilling worm and Ithink that it will prove fatle

July 1st we ment to have proceed on our journey today but hearing that John
Petchfrom Bransdale lived not far wewent to see him but when we got their we
saw nobody but his he being at York and would notbe back before itwas dark we
thenwent to one Francis Dawson and spent the afternoon the Land that we saw
to day was mostly very good and all that Ilwanted was my Mother and of the
Famely and then all that ever Isaw inmy life before should niver make meleave
america as we werereturning home we meet awoman who asked if we were the
two new comers on telling her we were she asked if we knew William Webster at
Bellend we told her we did she then said he is my husband,s Brother sowe went
into the house and got a sup Bitter,s with them as they call it George Webster,s wife
is sumthing related to Chapman,s of the Ewy Caat (?)

2nd this morning we prepaired for our journey again and before we got of John
Petch came to see us we stop,t an hour or so talking the old over againand then
setout Robertt Dawson went with us afew miles whenwe came to Dundas street
we Called to see one Boyes that went out of Bilsdale we then proceeded onour
way we thoughtas wehadbeen at York we would go by Land round theLake head
we walked this day up Dundas streetabout 30 miles above York the Land by the
road is sandy in sum places and swampy in other,s

3rd this morning we arived in Hambleton about 40 miles from Yorkhere we were
both of usfoot sore so that we could notwalk any further sowe determined to
take the stage and either go to the Black Rock and thentake theLake orelse go
through by Land acordingly we took our fair by Land from Hambleton to sandwich
about 200 miles for 5 Do each the Land about here is of alight
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sandy nature we spent therest of theday onthe shore of the Lake

4th thisforenoon Iwent to the Methodist chapel the Coach did not go of till 2
after we had got two or or three miles of the Land grew better and kept mending
all the way we went to a place called Bradford whichis situated by the side of the
Grand river about 25 miles from Hambleton we stoped to night

5 this morning we gotup about 2 oclock to go onjourney but to our sad
misfurturn our Coach had turned into a Waggon but however itwas very well she
turned into nothing wors as there was nothing better we went about 22 miles
before they changed thelLand here mostly belonged to the Government sum of
itwas sandy loomy nature and therestwas hard wood Land and very good it
might be bought of the Goverment for 2Do per acre and is with in 20 miles of
Bradford were there both agood Market and water convance our next stage
was 18 miles through the Township of Oxford thisisanold setteled Country and
hereis good Land but at a Dearer rate there isamarket in Oxford and wheat is
almost asdear there as at York but they make nothing of there Butter our next
stage was about 20 miles the first 9 miles Ineither know what Township nor
wether itwas Goverment Land or onbutitwas allPine and good for nothing the
restof the way it was mostly take up and much better we came into the
Township of Westminster before we stopt at night

6th we setof again at’zpast 2in the morning we got a fresh Waggon theroad
was very rough the Land this stage which was

18 miles was of asandy nature our next stage was 13 miles this Crowned all the
traveling lever saw inmy life our Waggon had no coverandwe Winded about
firstby one tree and thenanother and every now and then a piece of Cordoy
Roy fit to Clash the very Breath out the Land was sumthink better itwas most of
it goverment Land and very thingly settled our next stage was 25 milesonthe
Bank,s of the River Thames the Land was midling good in sume places and light
and sandy in others sume of this belonged to the Goverment and sume to the
Indian,s we crofsed over aplainwerewas onse an Indian village but was burnt
down inthe war by the Yankes there is now a Village belonging to theIndian,s on
the south side of theroad called the Moravian Village after this we came to some
fine feilds of Wheat almost Ripe at last we came to the inn where we had to stop

7th we set off about 8 past 1in the morning and about 7 we got our breakfast,s
with an Old Preist out of England I dontknow how long this stage nor neither of the
other 2whenwe had done our breaktast,s we set of again like Christian and Pliable
we traveled onthelLand was good and themidows and Corn feild,s with the River
ontheright hand made it pleasent to behold we traveled on for afewmiles and
came to the edge of aswamp that is over flow,d with Lake st.Clair now like Christian
andPliable when they came to the slough of dispond there way lay throughit and
10 miles did our,s through this it was about 4 miles through and we were for the
most to the Wagon body in water when we had got to the midle our hind axle tree
broke buthappely we spied it before we were thrown into the mud we had to
stop where we were tillthe driver went and brought with himanother

Carrage
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we then got of in safety and therest of our jurney we had better road we arived
ataTavren Opsit Detroit after itwas darkitwas 3miles further to Sandwich but as
itwas there we wanted to be we did not go any further we then took the Boat
andwentacrofs the River to Detroit we paid 1s each for going over the River we
got Lodgings just were we landed

8th this morning we went to the Land office togetdirections for one George
Boyes that went from Kirbymooreside after we had got Directions we set of and
when we had got just out of the town we over took a dutch woman driving acart
we asked her if she could direct us to Shipman mill she did notrightly under-
stand ourLanguage and we didnotunder stand her butwe thought we had to go
the way she was going so we went but to our sad

misfurton we were led wrong we went first from one house and then toanother
butthey were all either French or Duch and we could getnoinformation we at
Lastgotinto therightroad and

wentontillwe came toaMethodistMeeting that was left disolate the man that built it
hath proved ahirling and it being in the wood the Wolf soon devoured the sheep
the sight of this putme

inmind of What | once was |was grived to see it so but|Was asbadlwentintoit
an Wrote onthe forsakenPulpet Remember for all this thou shalt be broughtinto
Judgement Itook the hint and Ihope thatif ever he look,s in again he may too
we then traveled on enquring the way of all we met till called atatavren and
enquired the way the we had got 3 miles past the road end allready we thenlike
Christianwere obliged toretrase our steps backward we went back a little way
and took a crofs 4 or 5 miles we just got through before itwas dark as the road
was bad to hit we to our Lodgings at aFarmers house by theroad side

9th this morning we went to Geroges Boyse it was about 2 miles of were we stopt
we got our breakfast with them and then set of again aswe were tredging along|
gave John my umbrela and an Old stick in my hand and wentintoayard and
asked the master if Icould getafew day work he asked me whatlcould doltold
him | could do any kind of Farmers busnefs he told me he would give me 12 Do a
Month for too or 3 months | told him itwas too little he then said thathe should
wantamanand if could do he would give me that the year round however we did
not agree so | went on and over took John we then went onafew miles and as
there was no tavren near we wentinto a thicket and lay down and fell asleep till
morning

10th this morning we awoke in good spirits asif we had beenin as house we went
onabout 8 miles further and came to Ypsalanti the so far is midling good but after
got pasthere it was all openings and the timber that was onitwas oak and Ickerly
and of alight and sandy nature in the afternoon we called to see a English man out
of the County of Kent but he was not athome we thenwent to the next tavren and
stopt all the night

11th thejoiner this morning wenttowork as onanother day and so did we on our
journey after we left the taveren we past sum poor folone looking hutsinthe
forenoon but inthe afternoon there was nohouses but tavern,s and they were very
thinly set the Land this day that we sawwas good for nothin it was all



hills and Lakes we came at last to place called a tavren and stopt that night
therewas as many Lodgers as could standin the house

12th thismorning we setof againand traveled over plain,s
andthrough wood,s there was was niver ahouse nearer one another than 5,8 and 10
miles itwas very lonesum and the Land not so good as we expected to find it

13 this morning we found aRattle snake lying intheroad John watched it tillIgot
astick andkilled it soon after this we came to cold water river here hapned to
be acano which we paddled over inwe came at 2 or more rivers without Bridges

14 this day we arived at the white Pidgen about noon we went through
SturgesesPrary whichisavery goodPrary whenwe got to the Pidgen we
thought we would try for sume work Simpson qotwork atwell sinking and |went
toafarmers house and got promise of work the next day

14and 15 Iwas hawing corn

16 Tlthis forenoon we had death among usin our little famely and took away a
child Iwas atmy old work in forenoon butin the afternoon| dug the gravelwas
thefirst buton Saxtonin that part

17 thisdaywehadaSermonintheforenoonand thenthePreacher took the coffin
and we allfollowed to the grave which was just inthe wood edge underanoak tree
therewas two sticks putacrofs the grave and the coffin set there on the parents
looked on the it for a short time then the Father said putitinit was then letdown
andthe gravefildinaminutethe Preacher thenthanked the compay for there
atendance every one then returned home and the funeral was ended

18 and19 Iwasatcornhawing and gotdone there had morefor me todo but
they said they wanted a well sinking

20 lundertook tosink the well
21 lgotdoneagainbynoontheafternoonlspentinlooking about me

22 thisdaylsawabovel00Indians of the scoces Tribe & it was the best show |
ever sawinmy life in the afternoon | set of to see scenery round a distance of 18
miles itgotdark of meand| lost theroad just before | got to the Prary it had been
sume rain and | was afraid to lay down and Idid not know what to do thewolves
were runing on all sides in search of there prey and Iwas left alone Iwalked as fast
as | could Iknew where and

keep groping with my hand for road atlastlgot to were Icould see no trees |
thought suerly on the Prary Iwalked till Iwas tired out and could nither find tree
nor house sollay downto restlhadnotlay long before lheard theringing of acow
bell Iwent by the sound till | found alittle hut they were gone to bed but they
readly turned out to see what was at the
door, | told them Iwas lost they then got sum of the children
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outof bed and lay them on ablanket on the floor Ithen got my super and went to
bed

23rd Igot up this morning in good spirits and gave them1s and 6d for my
refreshment Ihad aletter tocarry to the justis of Peace they an Esquire and when
| got to the house if the Esquire was inthe house they said no did Iwant to see him|
did not want to him but as he was the first Esquire | had heard of | thoughtIshould
like to see what Esquires were like in Michigan soIsaid yes|wanted to speak to him
they told me that was him inyonfeild whenlgotto him he was pulling flax without
either shoes or stockings or hankerchief with his shirt neck sliping over his
shoulders llivered my letter and thenlhad donelsaw alittle Differencebetweena
squireinthe Terrytory of Michagan and a squire in Yorkshire, the West side of the
Prairy is most of it takenup I think itthe best prairy that|'ve seen paticlar on the
west side itis 8 miles long and in sum places 6 miles broad about the middle
stand alarge Plump of trees and about1 mile to the west there is another smaller
itis about 48 miles round on the west side itis sorounded with hard wood such as
white wood elm Beach Maple and Bafswood the rest that | saw Mostly Oakand
Ickery having seenalllcould I set of back again and came about 10 miles

24 this morning I got up as soon as|could see Iwas almost woired with Mifs
Keetysl|gottothewhite Pidgeningood time |gotmy dinner today atMr.
Coatses and at Night Iwas atmy old Lodging

25 this day Itook sumwheat to cut
26 itcameonraintoday lcould not get towork
27and 28 Ifinished myjob and wentto Sturges Prairy

30 and 31 you may think itrather odd I have not had the 29 day in my account but
itis owing to me having 2 14th days | had let itrun afewday and had begunwith the
samel had left with those 2days|got work with Simpson and Frankland to turn the
windles friday night was the awfullest for lightning that | ever saw the air seemed to
be one continual blase

Agustist this daylwrote tomy mother
2nd3rd 45 Iwasworking withSimpson and Frankland atawell

6 and 7 |washelping and English man of the name of Cade to diga seller and
took his well to dig for 50 sents per foot itis very hot weather

8th thiswasavery pleasent day but thereisneither Church nor
meeting togoto

9th this day we ment to begin our well but lwas taken with the Ague

10,11,12,13,14 Iwas atthe English man's house and gotno better
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15th this day Simpson went to the white Pidgen Istillgot wors it was rainy early
inthe morning

16th this daylsentforthe doctor he gave me some physic and a puke for which
he charged 2 Dollers

17,18,19,20 and 21 thisweek has gotoverand |, menobetter yet Simpson is
digging Cade well

22 thisday lthink Ihave beenrather better Ihad not my
Chills

23,24,25 and 26 lkeptina mending way till this day I had to gettothe Grand
Travis togetawellropewhich brought it worse than ever

27and 28 lamquiet of allagain Simpson finished the well today

29 if we are not mistaken this is sunday butitis hard to tellsunday fromany
otherday for here they draugh cornorhay or works at almost any other thing

3D thisdayCade had hisraiseing and Idid myself alittle hurt by trying to work

31 this day Ithought Iwould try towork for my vitals but was to weak and made
myself worse,

September1,2,3,4 allthistimelwasveryweak and could hardly go about

5 thisdaylgotto see Simpson who was digging awell about
2 miles of lhad no chill today

6,7,8 lhavekeptinamending way those 3days lleft Sturges Prairy this night and
went to oxbow and slept with Simpson

9 this morning |setof for Jones Prairy about 8 miles walk

Igotthereby little after noon but was very tired withmy walk the place thatlwent
to was fine Prairy called Jones Prairy or Uper Prairy Gartenwas the second man
that setteled there he camefromthe samePlace thatMr.Coats came from he was
sick of the Ague at the same time

10 Ithismorning begunto try to work Garten had begunawell and not know how
to finish it

11 thisday meand Garten and Bengeman Burnel another young
Englishmanthat had the Ague wentto make Hay

12 thiswasavery cold day we all sat in the house

13,1415and 16 the 2firstdaysmeand Gartentryed tofinish the well butlwas to
weak so we got Simpson and did it the other 2

17and 18 lwas working for Simpson at awell on the same Prairy

19 itwas avery fineday and | left that place for Sturges
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Prairy again Jones Prairy isinIndiana lwent to Cades that
night

20,21,22,23,24and 25 thisweek Iwas cutting cornwhenlwas able

26 thiswas affine day me and Phillip Buck wentto seek grapes and plumbs
27,28,29,30 Octland 2 thisweek Iwasworking atthe same place |was diging
potatoes the 4 lastdays and cuting corn the other

2 x

3rd thisday meandanother Englishmantook apleasure walkif | may call it so but
he was queit home sick and | was just the other way so we could not agree

4th lwas sowing wheat thisforenoon and inthe afternoon | went a Bee hunting
but found none

5and 6 |was thrashing beans

7 lwent oneJasen Thersting todig awelllgotitdown 8 feet

8 lwas atthesame plase trashing Buck Wheat with George
Thirsting we Both together Trashed above 100 Bushels

9 lwas atthewell the forenoon and in the afternoon Ilwent to see Simpson
10 Ispent this dayinrambling about with an Englishman to seek a section stake

12and 13 Igotdonemy well and took another onMangoquinon Prairy in the
state of Indiana for aman of the name of Fobs from the state of Ohio

1415and 16 Iwas atmy work the14 and 16 and 15 Iwas ata
raising itisrather inclined towet

17 thisday meand the servant manwent to Sturges Prairy

18,19,20 and 21 | got the well down towater but could not finish
itowing tonothaving brick

22and25 the22meand George Thirsting was trashing Wheat with
3yoke of oxenwe trashed more than 32 bushels and onthe 23 we
cleanditup

24 thisdaylwenttosee Simpson and hear,d of awell that wanted
bottoming on the east end of mangoquinon

25 lwentand took the well
26 and 27 |gotitdown towater

28 lwentandfinished Fobs well
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29 lcameandfinished out the otherand took another onthe same Prairy
30 lgotitdown 8feet

31 this daylwent to the Post Office to get the newspaper hoping tofind some
new,s fromold England but there was nothing but a few pieces about the new King
there was a little about a revelution in France

November1,2,3 and 4 lhave got through my work again butl know of plenty
more well yet

5 thisdayltook another well to dig onthe same Prairy itwas Gun Pouder Plot and
in stead of a fine | got a hat ful of wall
nuts

6 Iwas atmy work as other day
7 lwasat the Methodist Meeting on Sturges Prairy

8and 9 Ifinished my welland none of my other being ready to beginlwenttosee
how Simpson coming on he was digging a well for the Post Office master and was
coming near an end so we set down we would leave that countery on the next
sunday

10,11and 12 Iwas working for Mr.Stuard the Post master the 2first days Iwas at
house rasing and the other day Iwas draughing corn

13 this day Iwas gathering inmymoney |had to lose about 2
Dollors

14 this morning we set out again for further west and went through the White
Pigen once more which Inever intended todo we stillkeptgoing we pastthe Grand
Travis and the St.Joseph,s river and went about Tmile and 8 and then took our
Lodgings

15 we set outagain and walked about other 12miles to aPrairy called Youngs Prairy
here we went to a house to get some dinner and told themwe were well digers | had
alargerope and Simpson had our bundel the dinner was notread sowe helped to
put some shingles onashade they told us that they were going to have a husking
Bee at night and if we would stop we perhaps might get some work sowe did but
did not get work they most of them had work but none had money

16 this morning we set outagain and found work to dig Twell
and mend another

17and 18 wegotthrough atthatplace and took another
19 and 20 we got our well down better than 20 feet

21 itwas arainy day and we satin the house most of the day and we wrote up
our memorandum

22,23.and 24 wefinished outourwelland got 20 Dollers each
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for 5days work

25 we left Youngs Prairy which is the bestLand of any of the Prairyslhave seenit
isallheavy Timber round itwe thenwent westabout 4 miles to aPrairy called
Townson,s Prairy which is amidling good Prairy butnot Welltimber,d we did not
seekwork much here we went to a house at the south west side and asked the
roadwest but they did notknow theroad sowe looked one on

the otherand said com,d sofar tosee anold Log house and first look,d east and then
west and then said to each other thusfar shalt thou go and nofurther we then
turned our heads and went south about 12 miles to a Prairy called Bardsley Prairy
and stop,t all night at the tavren

26 this morning we,went about the Prairy seeking wells but foundnone this Prairy
ismidling good Land butvery bad timber,d with bur(?) Oak black read and white
Oak barens we now made a resolution to return to Michael Robsons we arived that
nightat Sturges Prairy about12 at night

27 thisday we to strghtin up with some of our old costomers and fix for our journey
Ishal now give a short account about the weather the first and second week after
we arived at the White Pidgenwas very hot without rain the third week wehad som
Thunder and rainabout monday and Tusday Friday was the Thunder storm and the
rest clear and hotitin general clear hot weather with some Thunder till about the 20
of september when we had agood deal

of rainbut nothing towhatI've seeninEngland the Thunder and Lightnings is very
aufulfrom the 20 of septPertillabout the 5 of November is what they call the Indian
summer which is quit thick and smokey owing tothe great fire that the Indians

make most of this time fine steady weather there was afew pieces of rainy days
notworth mentioning the rest of the time was more unsteady rainy days and fine
day like England but finer for the time of year than in England the first flag of snow
that|saw was on the 24 of Novberand the sun took it of in the morning

28 thismorning we set witheither of us aBundel it was afine morning but came on
rain about noon and rained all the rest of the day

29 this morningitisvery dirty walking butitkeptfrom raining

30 this was afine day and wekept trudging on this night we arived at Dicumcy
and gotsome Apels thefirstl,vegottoyear

December 1 we traveled 18 mile through awood were there was niverahouseas
we were walking along we heard sombody shouting in the wood so we went by the
sound till we came to them it was some Indians that had made afire and boiled
some dear we eat some with them and then walked on till we came within 8 miles
of Monuro and stopt all night

2 this day we arived in Monuro in the morning we did not stay there long we walk
about 18 mile stay,d all night at a French man,s house next day arrive,d atMonro
from we went to the City of Detroit on our way betweenMonro and Detroit we saw
1200Pigs
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in2Droves all fitt for killing left Detroit for Bufflo by the schooner Neapolianwe
had veryrough pafsage of 4 days down Lake Erie from Bufflo to Lockportfrom
Lockport we went the Richard Dales that came from Danby from their to Michael
Robsons where we left our Boxes as we went outin the spring left Mr. Robsons for
New York when we got to Lions the Canal was Frose up so we took the road to
Geneva where we metwith John Cook Brother to Thomas Cook of Brooklin and a
Mr.White that justcome from England there was ayoung woman come with them
that J.Cook was going to marry after staying a day or too we took our fare in the
Coach for Newburg and from there to New York in the Steam Boat from Geneva to
Ithica about 30 miles itis avery fine Country after thatl cannot say about the
countery some parts was very poor Land we crofs,t aPart of the Catskill
Mountains andinabout4days &Nights arrived at New York we found Thomas
Cooks all well the was not going of near 2 weeks so we took a tour of Philadelpha
we soon came back and stay,d at T. Cook

till the Ist of January 1831 the Captan came on board by 10 O,clock and we set sail
with awestwind we were out of sight of land by 4 O,clock

Jan2 thewind blow,s fairitis afine day awe are hurring home ward,s

3rd theWind stillkeeps fairabout 8 o,clock we Pafsed aship with her keel
upwards

4th itis afine Morning and a fair wind

5th this day we had afair wind and Glided on ata good rate from this lastdat|
havekeptnomore Account we had avery good Pafsage of 27 days and larrived at
my Mothers house on the 2nd day of February 1831where Ifound them allmuch as|
leftthem



